PSSC: To document copy of email received with hotline concern H-10-515 for FY10 audit

----- Original Message ----- 

From: BBGUN1010@aol.com 
To: KMann@co.whatcom.wa.us 
Cc: NHanson@co.whatcom.wa.us ; MBlakely@co.whatcom.wa.us ; DBrown@co.whatcom.wa.us ; MEngels@co.whatcom.wa.us ; JNixon@co.whatcom.wa.us ; lordward@aol.com ; JPaulson@co.whatcom.wa.us ; council@co.whatcom.wa.us ; BBGUN1010@aol.com ; campfam@comcast.net ; carlweimer@comcast.net ; BKnutzen@co.whatcom.wa.us ; KKershner@co.whatcom.wa.us ; w.harris2007@comcast.net 
Sent: Wednesday, September 29, 2010 10:37 AM

Subject: Re: Public Disclosure Requests

  

Ken,

 

Thank you for sharing this information.

 

Not much of a surprise that someone who does something this disgusting has rationalized she is the victim. While this is legal, it is still disgusting and the only thing more foul is the claim that it is everyone else's fault she is using a legal sledgehammer when a tiny little request to you or me might have gotten her what she wanted if she had asked us. I give her more credit for her intelligence than she is giving you in her ludicrous justification. All she had to do was ask me what for she wanted and I would have tried to help her find it. Instead she has continued sending scattergun requests, because she can. This is a classic example of why lawyers have such a bad name. It is not a difficult thing to tie up government with public disclosure requests that are overly broad in nature because we live in a democracy where some of us bend over backwards to protect the "public" in public process. So easy for someone with some legal background to take advantage of that. Disgusting! The irony is not missed on me that she writes us volumes telling us how slow we are to get anything done to protect the Lake Whatcom Watershed and at the same time she bombards the county with overly broad public disclosure requests that take up everyone's time and lots of public money we could be spending productively on creating a Transfer of Development Rights program and other important ways to protect the lake and many other critical areas of the county.

 

I am a big supporter of protecting the "public's right to know". Public disclosure requests are a great way to make that happen. But when someone misuses the process intended to protect the public for her own voyeuristic, power tripping ends, she turns off many people who originally wanted to work with her. Every single person I have told about this public disclosure request thought I was joking. She needs our individual calendars for What? The same democracy that lets her manipulate the legal system also allows us to meet with whomever we want. I still don't get why obtaining our individual calendars does anything to get her what she claims she wants. But it does let her peek into our private lives if we don't redact the personal stuff, which even an idiot would know is time consuming. 

 

I respect your decision to give her all your personal information. If she had personally asked me to look at my calendar I would have let her. I consider myself a very open person but I won't let anyone force me to do something I don't have to do. It is the principle for me. I don't care how long it took, and it took a while, I am not giving her one piece of personal information in my calendar. 

 

Barbara Brenner

 

PS. This is a public document.

 

 

In a message dated 9/28/2010 4:08:14 P.M. Pacific Daylight Time, BBrenner@co.whatcom.wa.us writes:

-----Original Message-----
Date: Tue, 28 Sep 2010 16:07:56 -0700
From: "Ken Mann" <kmann@co.whatcom.wa.us>
To: <Barbara Brenner <BBGUN1010@aol.com>,
    "Barbara Brenner" <BBrenner@co.whatcom.wa.us>,
    "Bill Knutzen" <bknutzen@co.whatcom.wa.us>,
    "Carl Weimer" <CWeimer@co.whatcom.wa.us>,
    "Dana Brown-Davis" <DBrown@co.whatcom.wa.us>,
    "Nadean Hanson" <NHanson@co.whatcom.wa.us>,
    "Sam Crawford" <SCrawfor@co.whatcom.wa.us>,
    "Ward Nelson" <wnelson@co.whatcom.wa.us>,
    <Kathy Kerschner <kkershne@co.whatcom.wa.us>,
    <Sam Crawford <campfam@comcast.net>
Subject: Public Disclosure Requests


Hi all - I published a brief blog about Wendy Harris's PDR for our
calendars.  I was not favorable towards her (although I kept her
identity secret).

She came forward to admit her identity and here is what followed.  If
any of you would like to respond to her, publicly, send me an email and
I will post it for you.  Ken

QUOTE:  
Ken: I filed the public record request you reference. I make no
apologies. It is unfortunate that everyone’s time, including mine, is
being wasted by the County’s inadequate compliance with the Public
Record Act. 

I was told that Council Members had NO public records pertaining to the
Semiahmoo West UGA, West Blaine development and Trillium at a time when
Trillium was meeting with Staff, the Prosecutor’s Office and the
Executive to discuss litigation settlement. The County refused to
confirm meeting dates and it is making me wait 2.5 months for Staff’s
public records. In the meanwhile, I obtained information establishing
that relevant public records were being withheld. 

Washington’s Public Disclosure Act (currently known as the Public
Records Act), was adopted in 1972 by a direct vote of the people of
Washington and provides for broad rights of access to public records. It
is a strongly worded mandate that places the burden on the government to
establish a specific exemption authorizing nondisclosure. As noted by
the Washington Supreme Court, “without tools such as the Public
Records Act, government of the people, by the people, and for the
people, risks becoming government of the people, by the bureaucrats, for
the special interests.” Spokane Police Guild v. Washington State
Liquor Control Bd., 112 Wn.2d 30 (1989). 

This problem could be remedied if the County adopted clear public
record retention policies and made its public records available for
review on its web site. This task is difficult when elected officials
are allowed to conduct County business on personal emails and telephone
text messages, and the County fails to ensure that these public records
are retained. This also exposes the County to potential liability for
failure to comply with the Public Records Act. 

The public record request, which you believe is unreasonable, was sent
after I received no response to the below email to the County Public
Disclosure Officer: 

Is there a reason that the Planning Department has not yet responded to
the
public records request I submitted on August 12, 2010 for Trillium,
Semiahmoo West and the West Blaine UGA? I am not sure why the public
records I requested would warrant a 2.5 month response time by the
County?
As you are aware, under the Public Records Act, the County must provide
for
the fullest assistance to inquirers and the most timely possible action
on
requests for information. RCW 42.56.100; Mechling v. City of Monroe,
152
Wn.App. 830 (2009).

The need for such a lengthy response time by the Planning Department
appears
at odds with the scarcity of responses provided by the other County
departments. Neither the Executive nor County Council had any public
records responsive to this request, and the Prosecutor’s Office
produced
only a small number of emails. Since the actions of the Planning
Department
are shaped by directives and input from the Executive and the County
Council, it is difficult to reconcile this discrepancy.

Based on the response I have received to date, the County is asserting
that
there are no public records pertaining to a UGA litigation settlement
conference with Trillium that were received by or sent from the County
Council or the County Prosecutor’s Office, including exempted
documents,
other than notes presented at the conference by the party opponent. As
you
previously advised me, the County rejected the settlement offer made at
the
conference, and there are no public records received from or created by
the
County Council or the Prosecutor’s Office with regard to the
rejection of
the settlem
ent offer as of 9.4.10.

Please be advised that I have possession of a public record that was
not
provided to me in response to this request although it is relevant to
a
litigation settlement with Trillium. If, for political reasons, the
County
is withholding release of relevant public records until such time as
the
County has reached a litigation settlement with Trillium, there might
be
consequences that extend beyond the Public Records Act. I suggest that
Ms.
Frankes review her records to ensure that she has not overlooked any
documents relevant to my request.

Thank you for your assistance.
Wendy Harris



Read more:
http://blogs.bellinghamherald.com/kenmann/?p=369#comments#ixzz10ruShoiq


Ken Mann

Whatcom County Councilmember
(360) 676-6690 (office)
(360) 483-6020 (mobile)
kmann@co.whatcom.wa.us
